DISCOVERING DINNARKEN SQUARE



WHY IS THIS PLACE
IMPORTANT?




Govan Old Church (Cat A Listed)

Pearce Institute (Cat A Listed)

Govan Old Church and The Pearce Institute are both designated as Category
‘A’ Listed Buildings. These are buildings of national or international

Importance, and are protected by law and covered by Listed Building Consent.



Govan Stones and Graveyard
(Scheduled Monument)

/

The graveyard and the collection of medieval carved stones are protected
by law as a ‘Scheduled Monument’ - a nationally important archaeological
site or historic building.



THE SITE ALSO FALLS WITHIN
GOVAN CONSERVATION RARER

Green boundary shows the extent of Govan Conservation Area, designated in 2008



WHAT DO WE KNOW?



THERE’S A 1000+ YEAR OLD DITCH!

At the north end of the site,
buried c. 1m below the
current ground level, lies
the remains of an ancient
ditch that once defined the
boundary of the
churchyard. This ditch has
been dated to the period
when the Kings of
Strathclyde were using the
church as their burial
ground.

The ditch being excavated in 1994 by Glasgow University



George Martin’s map of 1842

/ Govan Old manse

The church in 1857



Ordnance
Survey 1st
Edition Town
Plan (1857).

% Govan Manse
gate lodge



Ordnance
Survey 2nd
Edition Town
Plan (1892).
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GOVAN WAR MEMORIAL

At the south end of the site Is the
Govan War Memorial. The granite
memorial takes the form of a
market cross and was funded by
the former Burgh Council. In 1922
they engaged Robert Gray
memorial sculptors to undertake
the work. The firm were members
of the National Scheme for
Disabled Men, providing work for
the war wounded in some of their
workshops after the First World
War.

Remembrance service (date unknown)



Aerial photo: November, 1929. NCAP-000-000-086-465



GEORGE’S MARVELLOUS GARDEN

Perhaps the most famous Govan
minister in modern times was George
MaclLeod (1930-1938). He used his
ministry to launch the lona
Community, a body which still
flourishes.

During the Great Depression he
engaged unemployed shipyard
workers to create the Church
Gardens between the Govan War
Memorial and the main entrance to
the Churchyard.







Volunteers tree planting in 1934.



The garden was officially opened on Sunday October 14t 1934.



Detall of a plan of
Govan Old
Churchyard,

1936, showing
Macleod’s
scheme for the
new gardens.




AIR RAID SHELTERS

Archives held in Govan Old Church
contain correspondence relating to
the reinstatement of the garden in
the 1950s, following the construction
of air raid shelters in the space
during World War 2. Shelters were
built across the city but their
locations were rarely documented,
and have been forgotten over time.

Do you remember the air raid
shelters in the garden? We’'d love to
hear from you....



An aerial view of Clyde,
taken by a Luftwaffe
reconnaissance aircraft
In October 1939. Red
lines indicate shipyards
and docks identified as
potential targets.



THE SPACE TODAY....



WHAT NEXT FOR DINNAKEN SQUARE?

« How has the space evolved over time?

e Can we build on, or challenge, current
research?

« How can we integrate the heritage
assets of the space within a new design?
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